
MINUTES 

OF 

MOUNT VERNON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

August 3, 2019 

 

The Historic Preservation Commission met at 9:15 a.m. on Saturday, August 3, 2019 at 

the Mount Vernon Visitors Center.  Members present were Leah Rogers, Mary Evans, Susan 

Hargus, Patti Westerkamp, Hugh Lifson, Caroline Kelly, Ed Sauter, Suzette Astley, Machele 

Pelkey, and Guy Booth.  Todd Weaver was a guest at the meeting on behalf of Nathan Goodlove. 

 

The Minutes of the July 17, 2019 HPC were approved.   

 

The first design review agenda item relates to 712 6th Ave. NW, Mount Vernon.  This is a 

residence located in the Ash Park District.  Todd Weaver, who is the contractor working for 

Nathan Goodlove, was present to discuss the process of doing some renovation on the property.  

It has recently been purchased by Nathan Goodlove.  When Mr. Goodlove approached City Hall 

to determine if any building permits were required, he was advised that if he stayed within the 

foot print and original design of the home, there would not be the necessity of a building permit.  

This is not accurate information, so Mr. Weaver is present to give the Commission a summary of 

work that will be done and the nature of the building permit that is being applied for.  Mr. 

Weaver indicates that the house is being worked on to bring it back to its original form.  This 

includes repair of the front porch and repair of the railing and columns.  He indicates there will 

be the need to replace a front window on the southern gable, and to fill in a place where a 

window air conditioner was placed just above the window.  It is the intention of the owner to 

remove the air conditioner, put in new siding at that location and to leave the window in its 

original configuration.  In addition, there is a large kitchen window that needs to be replaced.  It 

is recommended by the Commission that a wood, double-hung window be used if possible.  

Upon motion by Ed Sauter, seconded by Hugh Lifson, a certificate of appropriateness was 

approved.  The Commission requested that the owner indicate what type of window is going to 

be used for the window replacement in the kitchen. 

 

This building permit once again highlights the confusion that exists as to what requires a 

building permit and what does not require a building permit.  Both the Commission and the 

owner of the property now understand what is required as they move ahead on the project. 

 

The second design review agenda item relates to the property at 609 5th Ave. NW, Mount 

Vernon.  This property is also in the Ash Park Historic District.  The property is owned by Elias 

Schroeder.  He appeared before the Commission approximately two years ago to discuss repair 

of the front porch.  A certificate of appropriateness was issued at that time for the front porch 

renovation.  However, it has become apparent that Mr. Schroeder is doing additional exterior 

work and that a building permit is required.  The Commission has extended two invitations to 

Mr. Schroeder to appear before the Commission, and to make the appropriate application for a 

building permit.  He has done neither.  

 

Because of the two design review issues discussed above, it was decided that Ed Sauter 

and Machele Pelkey should schedule an appointment with Chris Nosbisch, City Administrator, to 

review the procedure for the issuance of building permits.  There seems to be some confusion, 

both at the City level and at the HPC level.  It is proposed that a checklist giving a summary of 



the process of obtaining a building permit and obtaining the appropriate certificate from HPC be 

put on paper so all parties are reviewing the same information.  Finally, Guy Booth was asked to 

prepare a letter to the City zoning department to indicate that we can not move ahead with 

issuing a certificate of appropriateness until Mr. Schroeder applies for a building permit and 

contacts the HPC to be on the agenda.  We feel that the City should be aware of the current non-

compliance, as the City has the authority to enforce the ordinance relating to exterior changes of 

properties in the Ash Park Historic District. 

 

Hugh Lifson gave several reports under new business.  Hugh indicates that he has 

received a letter from Dick Thomas regarding the Leslie Timbel recognition.  Dick has provided 

additional information to help identify the contributions made by Ms. Timbel.  Secondly, Hugh 

stated that he appreciated the article in the Mount Vernon paper written by Jake Krob that gives 

insight as to how various governmental units can work together to establish good procedures for 

working with the council to resolve issues.  Finally, Hugh reported on an article he read 

regarding the destruction of a George Washington mural that highlighted ownership of slaves.  

Because of the offensive nature of slavery as depicted in the mural, the mural has been 

destroyed.  There is great concern about destroying murals, paintings or statuary that may not be 

politically correct, but may have other historical significance. 

 

It was reported that Mount Vernon/Lisbon CDG is considering putting in a speaker 

system in the downtown historic district.  The question has arisen whether a speaker system is 

appropriate in the district, and this may depend on how it is used.  Leah suggests that we 

individually contact City Council members to indicate there is a reservation as to how the 

speaker system would be used, and how it might impact the historic nature of the district.  This is 

a topic that should have full discussion within the community. 

 

Under new business, the Linn County Historic Preservation publication indicates that the 

City of Lisbon is willing to give walking tours of the downtown historic district that has just 

been approved. 

 

Machele raised the issue of having a newsletter that is available to all residents of the 

City, but may be directed more at people in historic districts, and people who have historically 

significant structures.  We discussed the format of a newsletter, as well as how the newsletter can 

be distributed.  This may be a newsletter that can be combined with the City’s regular letter to 

residents of the city.  Machele has put together an excellent first draft of what could be included 

within the newsletter. 

 

Leah reports that the nominations for the eleven brick buildings that have been approved 

by the state are now going before the National Historic Preservation Commission for final 

approval.  This process may take another month or two before all of the structures are approved 

to be placed on the register of historic places. 

 

Caroline Kelly gave an update on the brick house tour which will take place September 

30.  There are two separate sessions, one from 12:00 pm to 2:30 pm and the other from 3:00 to 

5:30.  Caroline is looking for people to help with the tour, and with the answering of questions 

by people who are on the tour.  The ticket price will be $20, and tickets may be purchased at 

Bauman’s and at Mount Vernon Bank & Trust Company. 

 



Mary Evans has received a packet of letters from Douglas Moore that were written by the 

Kirkpatrick family and sent to Dr. Bryant between the period of time of 1878 and 1942.  Mr. 

Moore became familiar with our Commission by looking at the HPC website.  These letters will 

be added to the Commission’s archives. 

 

Suzette reported that we have not received any word as yet on our grant application to 

initiate the study of the Visitor’s Center before decisions are made on renovations for the 

building. 

 

The next meeting of the Commission is scheduled for August 14 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

       Respectfully Submitted, 

 

        Guy Booth, Secretary   


