
MINUTES 

OF 

MOUNT VERNON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

July 7, 2018 

 

The Historic Preservation Commission met on July 7, 2018.  Members present were 

Hugh Lifson, Suzette Astley, Ed Sauter, Leah Rogers, Sarah Kelly, Janet Budack and Guy 

Booth.  Rob and Gretchen Sutherland were present to present a design review application.   

 

A motion to approve the Minutes of the meeting of June 30, 2018 was made, and after 

discussion, the Minutes were approved.  Hugh Lifson wondered if there was a better method to 

describe signs, other than the word “signage.” 

 

Rob and Gretchen presented plans for a detached garage to be built at their residence 

located at 906 Summit Ave.  Their property is in the Cornell College Historic District.  The 

garage is designed to have the same architectural features as their residence.  The garage will 

have a shake shingle exterior that is the same brown color as the house.  The trim will also match 

the trim of the house.  The exact location of the garage has not been determined because the 

Sutherlands may be working with the City to vacate a portion of a platted street on the east side 

of the residence.  Upon motion by Ed Sauter, seconded by Sarah Kelly, a certificate of 

appropriateness shall be issued, however, the Commission will need to make final approval of 

the certificate once the location of the garage on the property is determined. 

 

Leah gave an update on the progress of the nomination of brick houses.  She and others 

will spend some time at the Linn County Recorder’s office to complete research of the title to 

properties that have newer, reconstructed abstracts that do not include the complete history of the 

real estate. 

 

Hugh Lifson indicated that Sue Hargus will have an opening for her exhibit at the 

Hudson Gallery in Iowa City in the next week. 

 

The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for July 18, but only if there is a request for 

design review that needs to be acted upon. 

 

       Respectfully Submitted, 

 

        Guy Booth, Secretary   


