Parks and Recreation Board Meeting Minutes

City of Mount Vernon

March 20, 2018 - City Hall

The Mount Vernon Parks and Recreation Board met on March 20, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. with the following members present: Mike Cranston, Rory Wiebel, Lori Boren, Catherine Poduska and Loren Hoffman. Also in attendance:  Parks and Recreation Director, Matt Siders.
1. Approval of the Agenda. Motion made by Poduska, seconded by Hoffman to approve agenda. Carried all.
2. Approval of the Minutes from February 20, 2018 meeting. Motion made by Hoffman, seconded by Poduska to approve minutes. Carried all.
3. Open Forum:  Each citizen is limited to 5 minutes.
4. Directors Report  -  February 15, 2018 to March 15, 2018. Batting cages are up with a new net coming for Davis Park batting cage. Spring soccer kicked off last night. Swim lesson dates and sign up dates are published. Cinco De Mayo is the theme for Chalk the Walk this year. The Easter Egg Dash is March 31st at the Mount Vernon high school track. The firefighters will be holding their annual pancake breakfast on the 31st also. Spring clean-up will be April 28th. Siders is working on several summer camps. Public Works employees have started filling the pool. 
5. Discussion and possible action regarding sponsorship of Summer Ball Programs. Siders said he does not promote sponsorships of Parks and Recreation programs because there are so many different programs and does not want to “nickel and dime” people for sponsorship. He also does not like putting different names on the t-shirts because they change so often that there would be new shirts all the time. He was approached by a company who was looking to do sponsorships for individual teams. Siders explained that all teams would need to be sponsored or none. The name of the company is Cambria, which is a quartz countertop company and the regional sales manager lives in Mount Vernon. They are doing sports marketing across the Midwest. Siders explained to the company that the City has events, programs and facilities and first tried steering them towards the community wellness center but this is not the type of marketing they were looking to do. The company’s goal is to get in front of as many families as they can to promote their product. What they would now like to do is sponsor the summer ball programs, anywhere from $100 to $300 per team. They would purchase jerseys with their name on the back and water bottles for each team, in return for signage at the fields. The City currently purchases t-shirts for the younger kids and hats for the older kids. Siders said this could just be a one-time thing and wants to be careful setting the City up for expectations. It would also take business away from the vendor that currently does the t-shirts but Cambria would be willing to purchase as few or as many jerseys as are needed. The Board felt it would be more beneficial to have sponsorships for equipment that was needed as opposed to jerseys and t-shirts. The consensus of the board was to not sponsor the actual programs themselves but possibly equipment or banners.             
6. Discussion regarding display board signs at parks. Siders explained that these kiosks or message centers were part of a grant that was received and the original plan was to put the City’s trail system on them. Siders will work with Hoffmann on putting together a map and a plan for the signs.  
7. Update regarding MVCWC (Mount Vernon Community Wellness Center). The City did not receive an award from Enhance Iowa and was told to come back and do more fundraising to try and close the gap and show progress. Wiebel said there are plans for future fundraising efforts. City Administrator Nosbisch reported that approximately $62,000 has been received in contributions. 
8. Subcommittee reports (Parks, Capital, Pool, Programming, and Volunteer).
9. Old Business.
10. New Business. Parks and Rec meetings will continue to start at 5:30 p.m. Paving of the sidewalk trail by Nature Park will take place this year. 
Meeting adjourned at 6:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Marsha Dewell, Deputy Clerk




