
MINUTES 

OF 

MOUNT VERNON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

October 5, 2019 

 

The Historic Preservation Commission met at 9:15 a.m. on Saturday, October 5, 2019 at 

the Visitors Center.  Members present were Leah Rogers, Machele Pelkey, Caroline Kelly, 

Suzette Astley, Peter Ault and Guy Booth.  Guests present were: Grace Chamberlain, Joe 

Jennison and Drew Heck from CDG, Brenda Broulik, and Nathan Countryman from The Sun.   

 

Joe Jennison indicated that the $3,600 Hart Family Foundation Grant is being matched in 

full by the City of Mount Vernon.  This will give HPC $7,200 to pursue the evaluation of what is 

needed for restoration of the Visitor’s Center Building.  Doug Steinmetz will be hired to conduct 

the evaluation.  We are assuming Mr. Steinmetz will submit a contract for the work he will be 

doing. 

 

The next item of business was to review and approve the Minutes of the September 18, 

2019 meeting.  Upon motion duly made, the Minutes were approved.   

 

Design review has been requested by Brenda Broulik regarding signs for her business 

known as The Local.  The business desires to have a larger sign on the front window of the 

building, which is at 103 1st St. NW.  In addition, they will want to have a smaller sign on both 

back doors to the business, one on the basement level and one on the first floor level.  Finally, 

they are requesting to have a sign that will be on the deck of the upper level identifying the 

business for people who are traveling south on Hwy 1.  The signs all contain the logo of the 

business.  Upon motion made by Guy Booth, seconded by Peter Ault, it is moved that HPC 

approve a certificate of appropriateness for the signs, contingent upon final City approval, 

pursuant to the sign ordinance.  The motion passed. 

 

Under new business, the Commission felt it would be appropriate to send letters of 

appreciation to both Robert Murphy and Patti Westerkamp recognizing the contributions they 

have made to the Historic Preservation Commission.  Both have left the Commission, and both 

have provided important contributions to the Commission.  Suzette Astley will draft a letter to 

each of them and send it on behalf of the Commission. 

 

Leah discussed future meeting dates.  We will continue to meet on the first Saturday of 

each month.  During the summer, we have been meeting in the middle of the month on a 

Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.  It was agreed that the mid-month meeting on a Wednesday should 

continue to be in place in the months March through November.  We will not schedule the mid-

month meeting for December, January and February unless there is some pressing need.  Leah 

also suggested that we could continue to have additional meetings and use the meetings for 

training purposes and for advanced planning. 

 

Under old business, we discussed the brick house tour which, because of lack of ticket 

sales, was cancelled.  The Commission whole-heartedly expressed their appreciation to Caroline 

for the work she has done.  She made a good decision to cancel the tour, once it was determined 

there were very few tickets that had been sold.  It was unfair to the homeowners to be setting 

aside time for the tour, plus undertaking the preparation that was necessary for each of the 

homes.  Caroline indicates that she will not be able to do the planning for future tours, but she 



certainly will provide information regarding everything that needs to be done if another brick 

home tour is scheduled some time in the future.  The Commission feels Caroline has done a 

superb job in arranging the tour.  Unfortunately, there were not going to be enough ticket buyers 

to justify the expense and effort on behalf of all of the hosts. 

 

Leah gave a report from Mary Evans regarding the viewers who have contacted the 

historic preservation website.  Since the last report, there have been 3,400 hits on the website.  

There was also discussion about how people can retrieve photos of specific houses.  At present, 

there does not seem to be a clear index to identify houses by street address.  It was suggested that 

this may be a project for a summer intern to pull together information for each building in the 

historic districts with their appropriate street address so retrieval of information will be easier. 

 

Deann Rexroat from Cornell College sent photos of the plaque that will memorialize the 

two Civil War houses that have been demolished.  The plaque will be in the lobby of the new 

science building next to a window where the building sites can be observed.  It is proposed that 

there could be additional information, especially a framing of the memorial photo with bricks 

from the demolished houses.  A question was also raised as to whether the bricks had been 

saved, and where they are being stored.  These bricks were made locally back in the 1860’s or 

1870’s and would be important to have so other brick structures could use the bricks when repair 

is needed.   

 

Grace Chamberlain was present for the meeting.  She will be approved by the City 

Council at the next City Council meeting and will become a full member of the Commission. 

 

The next scheduled meeting for the Commission will be October 16, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

       Respectfully Submitted, 

 

        Guy Booth, Secretary   


