MINUTES

MOUNT VERNON PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

DECEMBER 3, 2013
The Mount Vernon Planning and Zoning Commission met December 3, 2013 at Mount Vernon City Hall Chambers with the following members present: Truman Jordan, Trude Elliott, Bill Micheel and Dick Peterson.  Absent:  Rich Hileman, Treva Heiser and Jenna Wischmeyer.  Also in attendance:  Zoning Administrator Matt Siders and Mayor Scott Peterson.  Meeting was called to order by Chairperson Truman Jordan at 6:31 p.m.    

1. Public Hearing on proposed Design Standards ordinance.  Discussion and possible action.  Chairperson Jordan opened and closed the public hearing at 6:32 p.m. with no public input.  Commission members were provided a copy of proposed changes to the Design Standards Ordinance.  There are two parts being considered, the regular Design Standards and the Historic Overlay portion.  Jordan explained that approximately 2 years ago the Commission and Council adopted the original Design Standards Ordinance.  City staff has recently spent time going over the ordinance with consultant Dean Wheatley, who has extensive experience in this type of work, and came up with changes to make the ordinance easier to work with.  Siders said that there were no major changes made to the ordinance, it was basically wording changes to make things easier to understand.  It has also separated the historic overlay portion from the regular design standards.   After review of the proposed document and discussion, the following changes were suggested:  In Section 1102, add Town Center to the districts that the design standards apply to, in Section 1103(a) Building Size, Dimensions and Proportions add the maximum square foot coverage provisions back in for Town Center at 6,000 square feet and Urban Corridor at 10,000 square feet, in Section 1103(b)(1)(a) add the words “street facing façade” to the Exterior Building Materials, in Section 1104(b) add language about parking lots being in the rear as opposed to side lots in Urban Corridor and in Section 1104(c)(3) add Town Center back in to for vending machine prohibition.  Peterson made a motion to recommend approval of the proposed Design Standards Ordinance with the above named changes, seconded by Elliott.  Carried all.  Hileman, Heiser and Wischmeyer absent. 
The Commission then discussed the Historic Overlay portion of the design standards and suggested the following changes:  The title will be changed to “Commercial Historic Overlay District Design Standards”, under “Scope” added the word “overlay” between the words historic and district, under “Site Development, Sidewalks and Walkways”, under the first three items add the words “generally consistent with paint colors used throughout the historic district”, also deleted the “s” from the word districts under “Other Historic Districts Sidewalks.  Motion made by Micheel to recommend approval of Commercial Historic Overlay District Design Standards with the above named amendments, seconded by Peterson.  Carried all.  Hileman, Heiser and Wischmeyer absent.             
2. Public Hearing on proposed changes to the Zoning Ordinance.  Discussion and possible action.  Chairperson Jordan opened and closed the public hearing at 8:08 p.m. with no public input.  Commission members were provided with proposed changes to the Site Plan Review Procedure in the Zoning Ordinance.  The purpose of the proposed ordinance change is to streamline the site plan review process and have staff more involved.  The commission was in agreement with the proposed ordinance with the following changes:  Add “all permitted agricultural uses” to the exemption under 1302(c), and move the words “with the Zoning Administrator” up between the two words filed and by in the first sentence of 1302(d).  Motion made by Elliott to recommend approval of the Site Plan Review, Process and Requirements with the above mentioned changes, seconded by Micheel.  Carried all.  Hileman, Heiser and Wischmeyer absent.  

3. Public Hearing on proposed changes to the Subdivision Ordinance.  Discussion and possible action.  There was no discussion or action on this item.  Mayor Scott Peterson said Planning and Zoning should not expect to have a draft of possible changes to the Subdivision Ordinance before the end of the year.  
Meeting adjourned at 8:26 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Marsha Dewell

Administrative Assistant
