Mount Vernon Planning and Zoning Commission

Minutes

November 9, 2011

City Hall Council Chambers, 6:30 PM

Meeting was called to order by Rich Hileman at 6:38 p.m.  Members present:  Rich Hileman, Trude Elliott, Carol Chamberlain, Dick Peterson and Truman Jordan.  Absent:  Jerry Keleher and Dave Davis.  Also in attendance:  Zoning Administrator, Perry Gruver.    
1. Approval of Agenda and August 10, 2011 minutes.  These documents stand approved unless otherwise indicated by Commission members.  Both approved.
2. Open Forum: each citizen limited to 5 minutes per discussion item.  None.
3. Discussion and possible action on proposed Design Standards Ordinance and questions from City Council.  Zoning Administrator Perry Gruver said that he had attended the Council meeting in August where the ordinance was to go through its first reading and the question that Council asked of Perry was, had anyone gone through the new language and compared it to the rest of the ordinance to see if there were any conflicts.  Perry said that he had not done that and he didn’t know at that time whether Planning and Zoning had done it.  Hileman said that Planning and Zoning did do it during the course of the discussions they had to the best of their ability and some sections were deleted from the draft because of that potential.  This is not a guarantee that there won’t turn out to be some potential conflict.  Gruver said that he was going to go through it this weekend and he has been requested to attend the next Council meeting to report on it.  Hileman said that Planning and Zoning did the best they could as they were going through the sections of the ordinance to compare topics to existing places in the zoning or subdivision ordinance that they knew the same subject was discussed.  Peterson said that he recalls discussing that the City Attorney would go through and identify places of conflict or overlaps and contradictions in the ordinance.  There were several empty spaces left intentionally in the proposed ordinance where there needed to be references added that Planning and Zoning assumed would be filled in by the City Attorney, which has not been done.  Peterson said that during a conversation with Council member Christensen, it was his understanding that Council wanted Planning and Zoning to finish up the discussions on the ordinance and pass it on to Council to fill in the blanks and sit down and do a working session on it.  Hileman will e-mail that City Attorney and let him know that the commission assumed that he would be filling in the blanks in regards to references to other sections of the ordinance.  Gruver will also go through the ordinance and review references to other sections of the ordinance and take a recommendation back to City Council on the 21st of November.        
4. Discussion and possible action on how to proceed with possible lighting ordinance.  The initial question was whether or not the commission felt that there was a need for a lighting ordinance and if they wanted to take on that kind of task.  Hileman said that if there wasn’t a majority opinion amongst the members for this then it would be up to the City Council to indicate more than one or two members being interested in it before Planning and Zoning spends a lot of time on it.  Elliott wondered if it would be appropriate to wait until January when the new Council members begin their term.  Jordan said that lighting is an issue that can be very offensive and he doesn’t feel that the City of Mount Vernon has it addressed very well.  Jordan also said that he didn’t feel that it mattered who was on the City Council, if Planning and Zoning felt the City needed this then they should recommend.  Hileman agreed that this would be within the scope of what the Commission can undertake on its own if there is a consensus to do so.  Elliott would like to see this discussed by Planning and Zoning but if there isn’t an interest from Mayor and Council then it doesn’t make sense for Planning and Zoning to do anything, that is the reason she suggested waiting until the new Council came in.  Elliott and Chamberlain both felt that they themselves were not qualified to take on this task and Chamberlain suggested either taking the “dark sky” concept and filling in the blanks or employing someone qualified to do an ordinance for the City.  Peterson suggested taking a look at ordinances already out there and figuring out what would work for the City of Mount Vernon.  He suggested exploring the scope of such an ordinance and sending that to City Council for discussion.  Hileman agreed.  After a brief discussion, Hileman appointed Peterson, Jordan and Elliott to a sub committee to explore the options of a lighting ordinance.  The first object will be to see if the Commission can reach some consensus about what they think such an ordinance should be.        

5. Zoning Administrator Report.  Full report available at City Hall.
6. Old Business.  None.
7. New Business.  None.
Meeting adjourned at 7:18 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Marsha Dewell

Administrative Assistant
